
St. Philip the Apostle Parish Pastoral Council 
Minutes of Meeting March 8, 2010 

 
Present:  Annmarie Gesualdo, Tom McCabe, Mary Claps, Rima Abraham, John Graf, 
Michael Koberda, Bob Ribordy, Msgr.  Robert Dempsey, Geoff Pautsch, Cynthia Morales. 
Absent:  Betsy Dorsey, Liz Harvey, Deacon Bob Puhala. 
 
Annmarie called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
 
Msgr. Dempsey gave the opening prayer. 
 
Minutes of the January 11, 2010 meeting were approved on motion by Tom McCabe, 
 seconded by John Graf. 
 
Commission Reports: 
Spiritual Life (report distributed by Annmarie Gesualdo): 
+Meeting March 14, planning Holy Week and Triduum.  Volunteers needed, especially for Holy 
    Thursday.  Sign-up sheets to be posted 3/13-14. 
+April 23-24 Parish Retreat at Mundelein, directed by Fr. Ron Lewinski.   AG will make follow- 
    up phone calls urging attendance and registration payment.  [Re:  Fr. Lewinski's bio, 
 amend to include dates of  his residency at St. Philip's: 1986-1995.] 
 
Education (report distributed by Rima Abraham): 
+RCIA/adult inquiry classes with Msgr. Dempsey continue through March. 
+Lenten Scripture Reflection series starts March 8 with Deacon Bob Puhala. 
+Lenten Light Weigh program scheduled for March 13 was cancelled. 
+PREP bus trip to St.Benedict the African Church  involved 23 eighth graders among 32 
        from SPA who attended Mass and shared potluck lunch.  
+Lenten projects include CRS Operation Rice Bowl, Catholic Charities food drive, confessions 
 and stations of the cross. 
+Re:  CAB letter 3/3/10 proposing PREP reading corner in Convent, Council requests specific 
 info as to purpose, participants, timing,  management, responsibilities.    
 [Note for May agenda.] 
 
 Human Concerns (report distributed by Mary Claps):  
 Ministers of Care Committee continues weekly visits to Maryhaven and weekly home visits. 
 Sharing Parish St. Benedict the African East:  No objection to a semi-annual collection of food 
          gift cards and CTA passes, date to be determined,  not to conflict with other special 
    collections.  John Meade, contact, would deliver gifts to SBAE. 
 Respect Life Committee: 
 April 25 Ann Scheidler of Pro-Life Action League to speak after 11:45 Mass. 
 Committee continues reading and discussing Caritas in Veritate and submitting excerpts 
 for bulletin. 
 
Parish Life (report distributed by John Graf): 
Men's Club – Jan. "Cards for Charity" a successful event.  A check was presented to Rev. David 
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  Jones,  pastor of St. Benedict the African East.  Money raised was distributed among 
 Amate  House, Mercy Home for Boys & Girls and SBAE. 
 June 21 – Golf Outing. 
Women's Guild: 
 April 18 event – A North Shore Presentation with Bill Hinchliff.   
  Contact: Jeanne Doherty. 
 May 8 – Ladies Spring Luncheon at North Shore Country Club.   
  Contact:  Buggie O'Grady or  Mary Snediker. 
 
Fundraiser ad hoc Committee: 
   John Graf reported working hard to form a committee (8 to 10) to plan this year's event. 
 
Outreach ad hoc Committee report was distributed by Michael Koberda. 
Commenting on Catholics Come Home campaign:  
 -Successful participation in sign-up process with 30 volunteers. 
 -Greeters before Masses well received. 
 -Welcome Table and signage very attractive, but no one signed in book. 
 -Prayer basket attracted many responses. 
 -Feb. 8 reception was successful, well attended.  Special thanks to Jane Karol for hospitality 
  and to Tom McCabe for name tags. 
-Feb. 17 (Ash Wednesday) Welcome table prepared by committee. 
 Follow-up questions: (1)  Should we have permanent greeters – ushers?  
      [Bob Ribordy and Tom McCabe will talk to Stan Smith.]  
  (2)  Could PREP parents be involved? 
 
Pastor's Report: 
+Msgr. Dempsey expressed appreciation to all who were involved in Catholics Come Home… 
   "a  great planning and volunteer effort".  Response to the program is difficult to determine, but  
   Deacon Bob reported the Feb. 8 party was a success for those who had a part in it, even though 
   we had no new Catholics.   We sow the seeds and hope in the future they will have some effect. 
+Our parish mission March 1, 2, 3 featured some very good talks by Rev. Edward Linton, OSB. 
   Attendance was 70 the first night, 40-45 the second and third nights. 
+RCIA sessions will be winding down.  A catechumen expressed interest but is not yet ready to 
   be baptized.  Candidate Mark Umlauf will be out of town for Easter but will be received into 
   full communion in May when his daughter receives First Communion. 
+Twenty-seven  candidates will receive the sacrament of Confirmation on April 11. 
+Bell Tower frustration continues…framing still being fabricated. 
+As to efforts to determine a Fall fundraiser, this is important not only to raise money, but 
   especially to bring us together as a parish community.  Dinner parties have been held, and 
   Oktoberfest.  Profit from Oktoberfest itself comes from start-up donations, not from sale of  
   tickets or refreshments, and cost of tent is prohibitive.  We do need to raise funds as well as to 
   have a once-a-year celebration of unity. 
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[Responding to the fundraiser question, Bob Ribordy volunteered to work with John Graf on the 
planning committee.] 
 
Election process: 
Nominating Committee was not needed this year, since parish election is not required.  Parish 
elects members at large.  Commission heads are chosen from among commission members.   
Listed  below are current Council members and term expiration:          
 
        May 2010    May  2011      May 2012   
 Rima Abraham*       Annmarie Gesualdo**          Betsy Dorsey 
          Mary Claps**           Liz Harvey 
                                   John Graf*                         Michael Koberda   
          Tom McCabe 
 *Indicates Commission head. 
 **Indicates Officer & Commission head. 
      
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
 
Next meeting:  Tuesday, May 11, 2010. 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
     Mary Claps, Secretary 
 
 
Date approved: May 11, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






























